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  The history of nursing in Cameroon seemed not to have been recorded, which poses a lot of 

challenges getng a clear picture of how nursing has evolved in Cameroon. 

Before 1884, Remedy for the sick was traditonal medicine, where wives would act as the nurses. 

Without wives, the relatves or the traditonal  octor himself would care for the sick. 

 The frst Cameroon nurses were trained in the Albert Nuursing oome in iictoria, where iuropeans 

and senior African Ofcers were treated and they were called dressers. 

In 1966, Nuursing educaton started in Bamenda in the Bamenda Nuursing and Midwifery School, today

the Training School for oealth Personnel. Prerequisite was the GCi certfcate. They graduated as 

SRNu in 1969 and were awarded the Assistant Nuursing Super certfcate. 

In 1970’s, a French system of training=training assistant nurses and midwives as well as nurse aids 

was started. Meanwhile, nursing training in French Cameroon date back to the advent of  r, iugene 

Jamot who came to Cameroon to help fght a terrible sleeping sickness (trypanosomiasis).  Jamot 

created a school in Ayos where nurse aiders were trained. oe started the training of certfed nurses. 

(Brevete) with basic requirement the frst school leaving certfcate (C.i.P.i). 

In 1955 some of these pupils were registered for the French State Registered Nuursing. With the 

Ordinary Certfcate of iducaton as basic requirement. (B.i.P.C). This training contnued untl 1970 

when the frst Cameroonian States  iploma was insttuted. 

In 1960, the Catholic Nuursing Schools of Yaoundé and Protestant Nuurses Schools of  ouala started 

training nurses. From 1962-1967, 120 French Nuursing  iplomas were delivered but 99 of these were 

trained by the public sectors. Politcal reasons motvated the closing of the two schools. Shisong 

Catholic oospital started training nurses in 1954, while the Banso Baptst oospital started in the 80’s.

these mission hospitals were frst focused only on training their staf but lately, they are training for 

public consumpton as private training schools. 

A Center of oealth Sciences was opened at the Faculty of medicine and biomedical sciences to train 

senior nursing staf and nurses were enrolled afer an entrance examinaton for a two year course as

nursing administrators. (TSOU, 2009). The center however shut its doors to Cameroonian students 

and contnued the training only for foreign students. Today there are many training schools for 

nurses in the country. We have the University of Buea, the Catholic University of Central Africa, 

University of Bamenda, CATUC, Cameroon Christan University, just to name few. Presently, UB ANu  

UCAC train nurses at the Ph  LiiiL in Public oealth and educaton, while UBA started a Masters and

Ph  in Nuursing Sciences. Presently, the entry requirements for nursing is the advanced level GCi, 

and then training for three years. 

The Ministry of oealth selects its trainees through an entrance examinaton, whose candidates are 

awarded an SRNu certfcate, while the Ministry of oigher iducaton gets her candidates through the 

study of fles with minimum qualifcaton the advanced level. They are awarded a oigher natonal 

diploma at the end of their studies.




